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The Army Canteen and the Tarift.

The Army Canteen Assoociation of New
York, the object of whose organization
is to persuade Congress to establish can-
teens at every army post and the national
soldiers’ homes, has drafted a bill which
a New York Representative will intro-
duce this week. The association talks
of appointing committees in every State
with instructions to mould public opinion
in favor of the army canteen.

We cannot sufficiently admire the
apirit and resourcefulness of the new
association, but two things it seems to
forget: that there will be an election of
members of the House of Representatives
in November next; and that an anti-
alcoholic liquor wave is sweeping the
ecountry, threatening the rum power
even in ita atrongholds.
Congress includes 100 new members,
wha see a glorious political career open-
ing before them; there are besides 280
Representatives who know a popular
movement, or craze, when they see it,
and who are not in the habit of advocat-
ing any measure that contains anything
looking like nitrogiycerine.

Experience tells us that the worst time
to agitate for an army canteen is the
period that precedes a national election.
It is an exigency when the bravest souls
are perturbed and the timid fly. Com-
plicate such a crisis with a sentiment
that the rum power is on the defensive
and you can't get the average Congress-
man to admit that it would be safe to
talk out in meeting about the wisdom of
restoring the canteen. Although we
have ever contended that it would be a
sensible thing to do, in spite of the belief
of the W. C. T. U, and other equally sin-
cere temperance societies to the con-
trary, we are inclined to think that the
statesmen in Congress will class the can-
teen with tariff revision, as a question
that presses and should be settled right
~but not until after the Presidential
election.

Professor Millukoff on Russia's Recent
History.

It is a depressing view of Russia's im-
mediate future that is taken by Professor
PavLMiLIUKOFF, who, just before his de-
parture from America, reviewed the excit-
ing events of the twenty-six months that
have followed the issuance of the reform
ukase on October 30, 1905, He summed
up the situation in two words when he
said that the state of parties in the third
Duma, as well as the state of things in
the country at large, is one of “unstable
equilibrium.”

The phrase certainly describes cor-
rectly the condition of the third Duma,
which in respect of composition differs
materially from its two predecessors,
In the first Duma, which Count WITTE
not unnaturally expected would be con-
trolled by the delegates of the péasants,
who constitute 85 per cent. of Russia's
population, the Constitutional Demo-
crats, who represent the intellectual
classes, did as a matter of fact secure a
majority. Desiringneither revolutionand
a republic nor a relapse into the old au-
tocracy, the Cadets might have brought
Russia safely through the first stage of
political transformation had they not
been hampered by the Social Democrats
and the so-called Group of Toil, whose
violent demonstrations gave the Govern-
ment a pretext for the dissolution of the
In the second Duma the Con-

they had been before, and consequently
more dependent on the radical factions,
so that the second chamber was short
lived and unfruitful.

It is the third Duma whose condition
peculiarly deserves to be described as
one of “unstable equilibrium.” As Pro-
fessor MILIUKOFF pointed out—mot in his
Jecture at Carnegie Hall but in a preced-
ing interview —the third Duma is divided
into three parts, each of which coftains
gbout 130 members. Not one of those
gections, however, is compact and homo-
geneous. The Octobrists, who occupy
the centre and who represent in differ-
ent shades the relatively Liberal element
of the land owning class, number, as we
have said, 150, and immediately on their
left sit the so-called Progressives, a new

varty which has about fifty represeuta-
ives. On the right of the chamber sit

e Reactionaries, who number rather

s8 than 150 and are divided between

snarchists, who are willing to tolerate
national assembly of a conservative

%e, and the Absolutists, who openly

&ocate a restoration of the autocracy.

Tihe left of the Progressives are the

Catitutional Democrats, who can now

miar but fifty spokesmen, and beyond

the are about eighty-five Deputies rep-

Fesging various factions, all more or

lesadical.

Uler the circumstances it is obvious
that ynion of the Progressives, Con-
stitu\mal Democrats and the more radi-
cal gups, even if it could be formed,
wouldot be strong enough to control
the chnber. For that purpose a ma-
Jority ¢ about 230 would be needed.
This cdg be formed in two ways: either
by a ation of the 150 Octobrists,
the 50 essives and the 50 Cadets,
or by a gmbination of the Monarchists
and the Ygobrists. It is the latter com-
bination iy which the business of the
third Duls is now temporarily trans-
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acted, but at any moment the more
liberal half of. the Ooctobrists may
secede and combine with the Constitu-
tional Democrata to overthrow the domi-
nant Conservatives. That is the actual
situation, and Professor MILIUKOFF can
see no hope for much improvement until
measures shall have been taken to give
the scores of millions of peasants an
elementary education. The process' of
teaching them, which will require the
work of many years, ia not yet even
begun, and it is uncertain whether a
bill appropriating . $2,500,000 for Govern-
ment primary schools will be passed by
the present chamber

One would have liked to hear Pro-
fessor MILIUKOFF discuss the actua! and
prospective condition of his sountry from
a financial point of view. As a Russian
patriot, however, who naturally would
wish not to impair his nation's credit
on foreign exchanges, he evidently
deemed it expedient to maintain on that
subject a judicious reticence. All he
said was that a discussion of the budget
would be the first, and he might have
added the principal, work of the present
chamber and is likely to occupy some
#ix weeks. He knows—no one better—
the real amount of the deficit alteady
existing, and_he knows the imperative
necessity of procuring a large loan abroad
if national bankruptcy is to be averted.
He made no reference to it, neverthe-
less, nor to the insuperable difficulty of
carrying out the naval programme which
is imputed to the Czar NicHouas II.,
and which is alleged to contemplate the
expenditure of nearly two billions of
dollars on shipbuilding during the nex
ten years,

The Best Southern Song.

The tune and no the words makes the
fortune of a song; and one can imagine
with what spirit and satisfaction the
soldiers of the civil war roared any sing-
able or familiar air. Lucky were the
poets whose more or less halting verses
were pulled along by “Dixie,” “Yankee
Doodle” or the “Marseillaise,” *“Hail
Columbia,” “John Brown's Body."

As a rule the more ambitious and
famous the poet the less likely he was to
please the troops or posterity. It is true
that “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,”
the most illustrious of the Northern
songs, was the composition of an accom-
plished writer, but Mrs. Howe had not
in 1861 that glory which has been accumu-
lating for her since. The best poems of
the war in the judgment of many were
written by obscure men like BROWNELL,
JAMES RYDER RANDALL was hardly more
than a boy when he wrote “Maryland.”
If not a great poem it is a great song, and
it has undeniable fire and “go® in it:

" The despot’s heel Is on thy shore,

Maryland!

His torch 1s at thy temple door,
Maryland!

Avenge the patriotic gore

That flecked the streets of Baltimore, -

And be the battle queen of yore,

Maryland, my Maryland!”

Married to the air of “Lauriger Hora-
tius,” “My Maryland” became an almost
faultless vehicle first of Southern aspira-
tion and the State pride of Maryland,
even if Maryland refused to “spurn the
Northern scum” as drastically as young
RANDALL hoped, and then a national
song,with more passion, melody, gayety
and good red blood than any other that
is generally known in the United States,
Compared with it “Dixie,” however
catching, seems trivial. “My Maryland”
has the genuine call and thrill in it; and
it is highly singable. It is unfortunate
that the “Star Spangled Banner” is almost
unsingable.

So JAMES RYDER RANDALL, after a long
life of journalism, bids fair to be long
remembered as the maker of a really
national song, for “My Maryland” has
long lost any sectional connotation.

The President and Saddleback Re-
form.

The subjoined remarks, under the
heading “Now the New York Paper
Knows,” are from the editorial columns
of our valued contemporary the Courant
of Hartford. They are prematurely con-
ceived and impose upon THE SUN an
imperative if not particularly pleasant
journalistic duty:

“Last month TaE SUN had an access of curlosity
about an order prescribiug certain tests In horse-
manship at the Mllitary Academy and providing
that according to the results of these tests the
cadets shall be graded as ‘specially qualified for
mounted service.,' ‘qualified, and ‘not qualified.’
Perhaps It suspected-—quite excusably —a personal
intervention on the part of the enthuslastic and
expert horseman of the White House, whom It
disiikes. ‘What,' It asked, ‘Is the mystery of the
mind that originated the West Polnt order?”

“The question Is promptly answered- promptly
and authoritatively. Major-General J. F, Brui,
Chlef of Staff, Informs THR SUN that the testa were
originally recommended by General Guores H.
BURTON, then Inspector-General of the Army, Wut
now on ihe retired list. The ‘by direction of the
President’ In the order Is mere formula; War
Department regulations for the Milltary Academy
are always Issued that way., *The Commander in
Chlef of the Army was never consulted om this
subject,” writes she Chilef of Staff, ‘never gave
any orders about It, and so far as 1 know is not
aware of the existence of the order.” Su Tws Sunx
now has the Information It asked for.”

On Monday last we printed without
comment the statement of Major-General
BeLL to which the Courant refers in the
foregoing passage, together with all of
the documents which came as appendices
to his communication,

It is evident that the Cowrant has not
sfudied these accompanying papers with
intelligent diligence before forming the
conclusions which it now imparts to us
with such gentle irony. The suspicion
that the order for a special classification
of the West Point cadets in respect of
agility and tenacity in the saddle was in
any degree due to “personal intervention
on the part of the enthusiastic and ex-
pert horseman of the White House” is
dismissed “authoritatively” by our Con-
necticut contemporary on the strength
of General BELL'S létter of January 7 to
Tuk SunN. In that letter the Chief of
Staff says, as the Courant points out:

“The Commander In Chief of the Army was
never consulted on this subject, never gave any
orders about It, and so far as | know Is not aware
of the existence of the order. The order, however,
embodies the usual formula, * by direction of the
President,” because regulations for the Military
Academy are 8o lasued,”

But this passage, which the Courant has
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BELL's memorandum of November 25,
1907, for the Acting Secretary of War,
which he sent us for publication, and
which we published, in connection with
his letter to Tar BUN:

" Is there any one well acquaited with the aver-
age deyvee of eficiency attalned In riding and
horsemanship by gradustes of the Military Acad-
emy who wiil dispute that additenal incentive and
Inducement in this line Is destrable® [ doa't think
many persons have ever theught much, or are fully
aware, of how greatly the real efMelency of mounted
ofcers s reduced by lack of ability In riding and
horsemanship. The President s keenly allve to it,
and even If It were not right and proper to assign
those ‘specially’ quallfied to the mounted service,
U would e necessary in order to camply with the spirit
of instructions rece/ved frem him.™

We shall not attempt to analyze or
explain the apparent discrepancy be-
tween the two statements. What is
absolutely certain is that this estimable
officer and gentleman has not intengded
to mislead the Courant, or anybody else,
regarding the extent of the Chiel Mag-
istrate’s participation in the matter in
question. It may be that he had one
thing in his mind in writing the words
quoted by the Clourant, while that news-
paper had another thing in mind when
it read them. It may be that General
BELL was thinking merely of the detail
of a horsemanship test by an extraneous
committee instead of by the West Point
instructors themselves, while the Courant
assumed that he was referring to the
whole broad question of classification
according to horsemanship,
that there is some slight lack of clarity
and some unconscious inconsistency in
General BELL'S presentation of the sub-
ject.

At all events, we may be pardoned for
suggesting, in view of the foregoing ex-
hibit, that our esteemed contemporary
in Hartford has been talking without
knowing what it was talking about.

Fruit From a Sacred Tree.

A press report from Mexico of very
recent date moves us to suggest some
changes in the civil service curriculum
for consular agents. We understand, of
oourse, that the Government’s methods
for ascertaining real talent, in this as
in almost all other cases, is practically
perfect. How indeed could it b» other-
wise when for long years the solicitudes,
the inspirations and the activities of the
superior classes have been concentrated
upon that halcyon consummation? Nev-
ertheless, the examiners of applicants
for consular positions ought to know
that alligators do not infest streams on
the edge of the Mexican plateau, and that
even where they prevail at all they are
not given to devouring young persons
accidentally cast into the waters inhab-
ited by them.

We are told in the despatch which
has prompted these perfectly resp-ctful
obeervations that “Dr. WiLL B. Davis,
American consular agent at Guadalajara,
has been advised that two Americans,
names not known, a man about twenty-
eight years old and ‘a young woman
about nineteen, were thrown out of a
boat while travelling down the Balsas
River and that both were eaten by alli-
gators before they could be rescued.”
There is something more, about a trunk
which “sank in the riv r and has not
been recovered.” These are mere un-
important details. The matter of real
consequence is that a graduate of our
civil service tribunal, after long years
of Mugwump guidance and instruction,
should be capable of telegraphing to
the State Departmen’ a roorback so
transparent and so expensive, It is bad
enough to be denied the opportunity of
identifying these adventurous but un-
fortunate victims. It is given togfew
if any to have themselves devoured by
alligators in an upland Mexican river
while actually struggling toward the
shore. Surely a distinction so rare
should not be forbidden to memories
both deserving and unique.

But this is not all or nearly all. The
question of real consequence is, Who

advised Consular Agent WiLL B, Davis,

and how does it happen that he didn't
know better?

These alligator stories do well enough
for Florida, where Northern tourists, ex-
hausted by the humidity, the high prices
and a long course of refrigerated food,
are naturally eager to get some little
excitement for their vanished money,
since they can discern no other prospect.
To the winter sojourner in that prodigal
and caloric land it is a valued privilege
1o hear from time to time of moving acci-
dents by flood and field with some one
else as the central figure of the tragedy,
and actually a luxury to imagine that
even an alligator has enjoyed the luxury
of fresh meat. As a matter of fact,
however, our strictly official communi-
cations should be more or less informed
by the verities, The young people in
question have no doubt disappeared and
their trunk has followed them into an
impenetrable boskage. But they were
not devoured by alligators in the Bal-
sas River or any other stream, and civil
service reform must be as great a hum-
bug as its worst enemies have declared
if & product of that boasted machine can
be induced to father such a yarn.

Rural Free Dellvery Routes.

A bill introduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives by the Hon. WyATT AIKEN
of the Third South Carolina district pro-
poses that no rural free delivery route
shall be discontinued without the, ap-
proval of the Representative in whose
distiiot it lies, unless the Post Office
Department gives a year’s notice of its
intention to take away the service, and
directs the Postmaster-General toshorten
or lengthen existing routes, to equalize the
work of the carriers as much as possible,
“such changes, when all facts are obtained
relative thereto, to be submitted to the
Rapresentative as heretofore provided.”

The possibilities of such an enactment
are positively awe inspiring. The en-
thusiasm with which any Representative
in Congress would indorse a plan for the
abandonment of a mail route must be
apparent. The business advantage to
the Government of cutting down the
payroll by stopping an unprofitable dis-
tribution of letters and papers would
appeal with great effect to a statesman
hunting for delpgates. or striving fop
reelection. The necessity of consulting
the Representative from the district

overlooked, is contained in Major-Geperal | involved before making any changes ia
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distriot, and the Representative should
be Postmaster-General ex officio.

A West Virginla Convention.

The sympathy of all the friends of
civil service reform is assured to the
convention of the postmasters of West
Virginis. They have been in solenin
and excited session at Morgantown.
They 'did not linger long over narrow
professional topics relating to the con-
duct of the Post Offices. They had busi-
ness more immediate to their souls,
Soon the convention, the despatches tell
us, “resolved itself into a large political
gathering, nearly all the candidates for
various State offices being present.”
And larger issues even than State offices
engaged and perturbed those servants of
the people: .

“TAPT Is almost the unanimoyp cholce of the
postmasters for President, and they favor an In-
siructed delegaton, At the same time they bitterly
denounce Senators Ersins and S¢orr for iheir
attempt to get up an antl-Taft delegation.”

ELKINS and S8corr are inveterate poli-
ticians, rebellious now after the manner
of their kind against the edict of the
Imperial Elector.

In too many other States a similar
contumacy is known to exist.

The honors are certainly with the intrepid
Mr. Ocus. He pursued his adversary into
ooyrt and then and there relentlessly come
pelled him to discontinue his defence.

When a tall mercantile building which
was supposed to be fireproof because if it
had been constructed as the law provides
it should have been fireprool —when suoch
a structure burns up as readlly as & wooden
barn stuffed with hay, then it seeros about
time to inquire whether there is any truth
in this ugly- intimation contained in the
National Bodrd of Fire Underwriters' spe-
cial report of November, 1906, on the fire
hazard in Manhattan and The Bronx:

“Vielations of the law are stili occurring la bulld -
ings of the spoculative type, * * * The lncom-
petency or inefficiency due to other causes, of in-
dividuals in the [ Manhatian pullding| department
has been demonstirated beyond dispute, and while
direct culpabllity may not attach to the adminls-
trative heads of the departmenta, it Is certaln that
much responsibliity rests upom them for unde-
sirable conditlons,”

I'm no politiclan and never was. I'm just &
plain Yankee farmer, practising law for seven
months in the year.— Kz -Gorernor PRANK 5. BLACK,

No really plain Yankee farmer works less
than twelve months a year.

Surely that was a wholesomb sight re-
vealed to the young paper person who
reports that he found at the Manhattan
Npera House “many” who declared that
Luisa TRTRAZSINT “excelled the peerless
song bird JENNY LiNp,” That song bird,
now perching lower in the musical memory
of the many, sang in 1850 where the no more
lovely angel fishes now are, in Castle Ga¥den.
Sturdy boys thgee New York first night-
ers; they supped that night, fifty-eight
years ago, at the Astor House after hearing
JenNNY Lixp, as they supped Wednesday
night at the Hotel Astor. The world moves
not for them as for others; gir calendar
is a measure not of years t of miles.
Robust young bucks of eighty-five opera
seasons as they are, their world bas moved
merely four miles along Broadway, from
Battery Park to Long Acre Bquare.

Who are the bosses? ~Albany Evening Journal,

That is what your friend the Hon. Epcar
TRUMAN BRACKETT seems anxious to
ascertain.

A clear headed and unpretentious Amer-
ican diplomat who after serving well his
own ocountry had been of great use to a
foreign Government as Ebpwarp H.
STROBEL, who died on Wednesday at Bang-
kok while acting as general adviser to the
King of Siam. Minister to Chile at 42, with
an exoellent record, doubtless the return of
the Republicans to power in 1807 alone cut
short a career of great promise in the diplo-
matic service. Indeed, while he was later
holding the Bemis professorship of inter-
national law at Harvard, a Republican Sec-
retary of State, JoORN Hay, when asked by
a Representative of the Siamese Govern-
ment to suggest an American to advise his
royal master, named Professor STROBES.
Thus through the larger international
amenity he returned to a kind of usefulness
from which party exigenoy had debarred
him at home,

In March, 1907, was concluded the special
task to which above all others he had been
expeocted to devote himself in the Malay
Peninsula. This was the consummation of
the French treaty. The long and sharp
dispute over the boundary between French
Indo-China and Siam was one in whioh
not only the French were concerned, for if
#encroachments continued the integrity of
CHULALONKORN'S smpire itself might be
in jeopardy, and with it trade interests of
England, Denmark, Germany, China and
Japan. The new commercial importance
of the Pacific gives Siam a strategio conse-
quenoce, and ho Eurdpean or Asiatio Power
would willingly seé her pass into ocontrol
of one of the others. By the treaty which
Professor STROBRL induced the Freach com-
missioner to agree to Siam cedes Battam-
bang, Bisophon and Siemreap, while France
gives up Danvai, the province of Keat and
adjacent islands. French Asiatios in the
Siamese empire comeunder the jurisdiction
of the Siamese ocourts without extratérri-
torial ciroumiooution, and stability of the
status quo is assured.

it was oharacteristio of Mr. STRoBsL that
although enduring tortures from the malady
which has now resilted in his" death he
toiled without intermission during hearly
the whole month of March last year in order
that he might comiplete before the King's
departure for Franoe this boundary treaty,
perhaps the most important instrument of
its kind ever agreed to in so shors a time.
He was as modest as he was seif-sacrificing.
No advertisement made him celebrated, no
newspaper had gver been able to obtain his
photograph.

From the Washington Nerold.
An lnquisitive member of the fair
down 10 see how the Houte dees 1
the Representatives the other day, and she was
Introduced to a large number of Oengressmen,
She did not pay mueh attention to names,
was 100 busy aoquiring knowledge.
Finally she had & short, slender, desp voloed man
presented to her and she caught the title “Con-

gressman

“Oh." she sald, “and were you here wheén the
Wiillams- De Armond sorap was pulled off the other
day?”

“Perhaps.” suggested the Coagressman with
dignity, “you did not catch my name.”

“Your name? Why, I don’'t belléve [ did.” she
replied, with rogaging frankness.

“My osame,” continued the Congressmam, “is
De Armond.”

BSaved!
Sheridan had Just ridden to Winchoster twiiney
miles away.
“PFive miles over the Roosevelt wat,” he giaped,
Herewith he feit reasonably sure of holding his
e, "
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THE SALE OF THE “LONDON
TIMES.”

LoNpon, Jan. 8.—One of England's proud-
st national institutions, the Thunderer, has
fallen into the hands of the Philistines.
That is how English conservatism interprets
the announcement of the change of control
whioch yesterday on the editorial
page of the Times. Despite all evidence to
the contrary which the public fads and
fancies of the moment indicate, con-

istic of she British race. The fall of the
House of Lords itself before the hosts of
Socialism would scarcely disturb more

thoroughly th of mind of the average
Englishman this blow to his national |
pride. And yet if he is’asked to explain

just why he is shocked and infuriated. his
answers in the present stage of his feelings
are principally in expletives. He talks
about “upstarts in journalism.” the impor-
tation of “detestable American methods,*
the “blow to national dignity.”

It will be difficult for the American reader
to understand how strict and jealous is the
English censorship of “the leading journal.”
A few months ago the Times adopted the
innovation of indicating the subject of each
of its editorials by a headline identical

typographically with those which appear }

on THE SuN's editorial page. It had been
necessary during the previous century or
80 to read a quarter of a4 column or more
of a Times leader before discovering what
was the real subject under discussion. The
change brought forth many violent pro-
testa. | happened to discuss journalism
with an intelligent English lady who had
read the T'imes religiously all her long life.
“Think of the Times doing such a vulgar
thing!" she exolaimed in righteous indigna-
tion. “[ have stopped my paper.”

But the T'imes has offended popular taste
in ways far more serious during the past
few years than that which drove the old
lady to change the habit of a lifetime. It
has ocontinued to be the great newspaper
it always was, but it has ventured into flelds
quite outside the scope of journalism, with
an effect which has by no means enhanoed
its dignity. Ite exploits as the purveyor
of an encyclopmdia and other works and
a8 the proprietor of a book club which is
engaged in a bitter controversy with the
publishing trade have certainly brought
it no credit from the journalistio point
of view. 1Its struggle to reduce the big
profits which book publishers demand would
awaken far greater publio sympathy and
support if the Times was in fact a dis-
interested champion of the cause it advo-
cates. So there have been many shakings
of the head among the Times's supporteys,
many uncomfortable references to “pound
of tea” journalism, and sad expressions of
suspicion of the strict bona fides of some
branches of the management. In fact, the
prestige of the Times has suffered some
damage at home if not abroad during these
latter years. ’

And yet the Times continues to be in
many respects the greatest newspaper ever
published. It is a true historian of the
British Empire and of the world. Its con-
tenta day by day stand in a true perspec-
tive in the light of history, however much
they m;h:dl to satisfy the man in the
street.’ *‘human® and the personal
element finds no expression in the columns
of the Times, except occasionally in its
law reports. I have said that the TTmes
is a faithful historian of the world’s events;
80 it is with one exception. It prints the
news'of all the world except that of London.
It is becoming more symmetrical in this
respect, but more than once it has been
guilty of such an anomaly as giving greater
prominence and space to an event on the
continent than to a happening of more
intrinsic importance in the metropolis. The
pride of the T'imes, and justly so, is its foreign
page. Ita unexampled corpe of fareign
correspondents can hardly be surpassed
in statesmanlike ability by the official
diplomatic representation of any country.
Bo long as this is maintained at its tradi-
tional high standard the 7Times will con-
tinue to be the greatest unofficial political
power that the world knows.

Why should a change in the proprietor-
ship of this great organ of public opinion
excite popular opposition and indignation?
The anewer, the unreasonable answer, is
because any change would have that effect.
It should be said at once that there has
been no public expression of popular feel-
ing on the subject. The contemporaries of
the Times have said only kind things about
Mr. C. Arthur Pearson, the new director of
the paper. The amenities of journalism
are much more polite in London than in
other countrieq. But there is no mistaking
the*almost universal chorus of protest that
has been heard in the city, in the clubs and
wherever men of brains and position con-
gregate during the two or three days since
the fact became known. It is curious too
that the indignation is as pronounced
among non-readers and political opponents
as among the Times's subscribers. This is
because the paper is everywhere regarded
by Englishmen as 2 great national institu-
tion in something of the same sense as the
Houses of Parliament and Westminster
Abbey., The Walter family have controlled
it for a century. It has always posed as
independent in politics, and for many years
it was the organ of the Government, which-
ever party happened to be in power. Dur-
ing ita later years it has been consistent);
Unionist, and it is of course opposed to the
present Government in most of its domestic
policy. But it is non-partisan in foreign
affairg, and in that sense it continues to be
the representative British newspaper,

Mr. Pearson is of the same political faith
a8 the Times, and he has declared that he
will make no change in the policy or edi-
torial management of thé paper. That
declaration is dictated by ordinary common
sense, and Mr. Pearson is equipped with
plenty of that commodity.
admitted that there are personal reasons
for the resentment over his advent in Print-
ing House Square. They are reasons, how-
ever, which would carry no weight in any

except London. His career as a

Conservative Englishmen always scent
danger in a Suoccess and they
withhold confidénce. . Pearson already

willing to make serious sacrifices in the
cause of Mr. Chamberlain's policy of fiscal
reform. ’

A man of enormous energy—Mr. Cham-
berlain once described him as the greatest
hustler he ever met—Mr. Pearson bhas
gained the leadership of the British prees
solely by his own exertions. His enemies
sometimes describe him as a “trailer,”
never an originator, but he has succeeded
in distancing his only rival in the English
journalistio fleld, Lord Northoliff. His per-
sonal fortune is not large "according to
American standards, and other capitalists,
notably Sir Alexander Henderson, another
self-made maf, afe associated with him in
securing the control of the Times.

It will be a matter of almost worldwide
interest to watch the development of the
Times under the new management. It would
be a safe propheoy to say that the read-
ers of the Thunderer will scarcely be able
to detect a change. [Its two great features
—the foreign telegrams and the “Letters to
the Editor”—will be strengthened and im-
proved, The Englishman with a grievance
will always rush to the Times, no matter
who may be its proprigtor. It is in the
business departments of the paper that im-
portant changes will be made. They are

. but they do not conocern the out-
side public. The alarm of British con-
servatism for the dignity and stability of
the Thunderer is not well founded. It will
continue to be the unofficial mouthpiece of
the empire and to give expression to the
best thought and to defend the interests of
the British people. ' H.R. C.

THE BOOK OF MARTYRS.

More Suggestions for the Title of That
Famous Work.,

To Tue EpiTor oF TRE Sux—S8ir: Permit
me to suggest as titles for Mr. A. Edward
Newton's forthcoming book: “Bugs I Have
Met,” after Thompson SBeton: “The Complete
Bughunter,” after lzaak Walton; “The Bug in
the House,” after Walter Pater; “Four-'Leven-
Forty-four, or the Pokcy Players' Guide,”
after Paul Conrad; “A Thesaurus of Shorter
and Ugiler Words, " after Peter Mark Roget:
“The Repairer of Reputations,” alter Robert
W. Chambers; “A Tale of Negative Gravity,”
after Frank R. Stockton; “Nonsense Books,"
after Edward Lear; “Dream Days,” after
Kenneth Grahame; “Folly in Fairyland,” after
Carolyn Wells; “Love's Labor's Lost,” after
W.8 espeare. H.P.

WnsMINGToN, Del., January 15,

To Tax EbITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Asa title
for Mr. A. Edward Newton’s “Book of Martyrs,*
containing the portraits of persons who have
been igated by a Great Man, with excerpts
frgfn the speeches of the latter reiative thereto,
I ®ould modestly suggest the following: “Chin
Music From the Lyre That Never Rests, by
the Author of ‘The Winning of the West,'"

SYRACUSR, January 15, N {-:. Wisox.

MEMORIALS OF FAME.

————
Jersey Bills In Honor of the Good Gray
Poet and a Quaker Preacher.

To TAR Epiror oP THESUN--Sir: I enclose
two bills that I have sent to the Trenton
Legislature this week. D. H. Wnicur.

PHILADELPHIA, January 16.

Bé # enacted that an appropriation of $2,500 be
made for the purchase and care of the two story
frame house and ground thereunto attached known
as No. 528 Mickle street, Camden, N. J., which was
occupled by the poet Walt Whitmau during the
last days of his life,

Be it enacted that an appropriation of $2,500 be
made for the purchase and care of the John Wool-
man workshop and some two acres of ground,
more or less, thereunto attached, situate at the
feot of Garden street, at Mount Holly, N. J

A BITTER CRY FROM THE SOUTH.

Mountain Whites Neglected While Millions
Go to Negro Education.

To THE Eprror or THE SUN~Sir. The
regular procession of bequests during the
last year for the education of the Southern
negro inspires the query: Why are the poor
children of the white Southern mountaineers
forgotten, while millions are devoted to the
education of the negro?

In the mbuntain ranges of North Carolina,
Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, West Vir-

ginia and Virginia there.are thousands of|

children of school age who have no adequate
school facilities and who are struggling for
an education. Most of the mountain coun-
ties in this section are too poor to have a
school term of grore than two or three months,
and the sglari ey can offer are not enough
Lo attract competent teachers.

These children are descendants of the
xumt English, Scotch and Irish blood in

merica, and in the exceptional instances
where they have had the advantages of a
ﬁ‘ood education the result has proved that

ey were entirely worthy of it, Even as
poor as the present facilities are, the children
walk miles everyday dnrinﬁ the worst season
of the year and over rough mountain trails
to attend school.

In conversations with the fathers of these
children the invariable opening remark on
nearly every subject wil be, in a tone of
regret, “I am an ineducated man,” and if the
subject of their progeny is brought up the
determination to see that 'tJm- receive all
poasible achooling is express Jm t Lercely,
fhowing how keen is the sense of their own
deficiencies.

1 am not opposed to the sducation of the
r.ro. but when so many thousands of dol-
Ars are given o\'er{ yvear for that purpos«e it
seems to me that if a realization of the true
factas sould be brought home to the generous
donors of various education funds some part
at least of these large sums would be devoted
to the education of the poor children of our
own people. LT, FARNSWORTH.

HioHuaNDe, N. ., January 14,

An All Star Ticket.

To TaE Epiror or The Sux—Sir: | move
to amend the nomination of Taft and Wood-
ruff for President and Vice-Prexident and
make it Woodruff and Lew Dockstafier

New York, January 18 E.S L

A Letter From Eugene Bayler.

To THE EDIToR or THE SUN--Sir: Some ua
known friend has sent me a clipping from T
SUN of January 14 relative 1o one of my early mus!
ol compositions, “The Margrave Galop.” Impro-
vised one evening at Miss Mary Pegram's charming
home In Richmond. Va., in March, 1864, when as &
young Major in the Confederate army I had gone
with my cousin, General Lewls A. Armistead (killed
afterward in Plckett's charge at Gettysburg), and
Prince C. J. Bolignac of France, just appointed
a Lieutenanti-Colonel, afterward a Ma)or-General.

Returning 10 New Orleans after the war, the
“Margrave™ was published and at once took the
city by storm. Returning footsore but cheerful
after the ordeal of Forts Jackson and $t. Philp,
Bragg’s campaign Into Kmmsky. Stone River,
part of the siege of Vicksburg, Johaston's cam-
palgn from Dalton to Atlanta, three months in a
hospital, & long march up to Greeasboro, N, C.,
&o., four years In all, I was mighty glad to get $100
in goid for "The Margrave Galop” and sit down to
& good dinner at Victor's with a party of hungry
comrades, even If the publisher did make $2.000
out of It EUvoRx® RavLoR.

Wincuneranr, Va., January 15

Resuit of Transit Improvements.

To tHE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir' As your
Bronx correspobdent states, the Interborough
Company should consider the advisablity of ex-
tending the subway beyond 1771h street.

1 had oceasion (0 go up through the “annexed
district” some days ago, and was surprised 10 note
the vast improvement that has taken place In
the Van Ness and Willlamsbridge sectlons, which
formerly were a day's ride out of New York, It
seems only a few years since we used to ride on the
litsle dinky horse car on the way to pleturesque
Morris Park, while now that territory Is gridifoned
with trolleys, and the streets are fast assuming the
aspect of our busy Manhatian thoroughfares,

The one thing waniiiag, apparently, is the sub-
way. W. J. O'Buaex,

Naw YORE, January 18,

Perplexity of a Beginner.
Adam meditated gloomily.
“1 am the fitst man, all right,” he remarked, “bu
I don’t know which band ;wagon to pick.” .
Thus s Litle went, as I8 were, by defauls,

-
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IVINS HEARING' RESUMED.

Present, Mr. William M. Ivins and the Jury
of Taxpayers of the State of New York.

Mr. Ivins, are you prepared to tell the
jury this morning—now that you have had
an ample opportunity to examine your
books and memoranda and otherwise re-
fresh your memory—exaotly how as ohief
oounsel for the Fassett committee you cam.
No spend those sums of money for which
you put in a general charge in Schedule B,
as to which you have heretofore been ex.
amined?

Are you prepared to_tell how that $10
was spept for “expenses of Investigating
the Excise Board and the loensed places,”
meaning the saloons of New York city?

Are you prepared to tell the great jury
of taxpayers of the State the details for the
total expense of $1,828 included in your five
general charges in Schedule B of “expenses
of departmeutal investigation®?

In fact, Mr. Ivios, are you ready to go
on this morning and explain all of the items
in Schedule B for which you made a gen-
eral charge?

If you are not réady to explain to the
people of the State how their money was
spent by you as chief counsel for the Fassett
committee, perhaps you will be ready to
explain how as chief counsel for the Friday
Assembly committee to inquire Into the
cause of the railway strike in the city of
Brooklyn you put in a bill for $8,000?

To be more explicit with you, Mr. Ivins;
and in order that you may refresh your
memory, the exact wording of the bill for
$6,000 which you put in to the State will be

read to you. It is as follows:
THy STaTE OF NEW YORK
T

WiLiaM M. Ivins, Dr,;.
For professional services as counsel to the
committes of the Assembly appointed to
{nqulire into the cause of the reliway strike
in the olty of Brooklyn, in conducting the
investigation, the securing and Inyroduo-
tion of documentary and other evidence,
examination of all documenis and evi-
dence In the cause and the preparation of
report and bills, being & conunuous ser-
vice from February 7 o April 8, 1805. ... 88,000

In other words, Mr. Ivins, you put In a
general bill for services for exactly two
months work for $8,000, which is at the rate
of $86,000 a year, did you not?

Will you tell the jury, Mr. Ivins, whether
this bill was paid by the State without ques-
tion, as other billa of yours have been paid?

What does this “Pay $4,016.68" in blue lead
pencil notation on this bill mean, Mr. Ivins?

What doea this “Certified at $6,000,
William H. Friday, chairman of committee,
June 26, 185" noted on the bill mean, Mr.
Ivins?

It appears from the face of the bill, "™ Paid
June 27, 1805, Comptroller's Office,” that
this bill was paid. That is true, is it not,
Mr. Ivins?

What sum did you actually receive in
payment of that bill, Mr. Ivins?

Is it not a fact, Mr. Ivins, that after you
had put in the general bill for $8,000 for
two months work and after your hill
had even received the indorsement of rht
chairman of the committes your bill wa
cut and that you only received $4,016.68?

Who cut your bill, and why was it cut,
Mr. Ivina?

Was it not cut by James A. Roberts,
then Comptroller of the State, who declined
to pay you 38,000 for your services?

How was that specific amount of $4,016.66
reached? '

What items, Mr. Ivins, included in the
general charge of $6,000 were objected to
and disallowed by the Comptroller?

The following document which is now
submitted to you, Mr. Ivins, appears to
be rather foggy. Please read it to the
jury, Mr. Ivins:

STATE oF NEW YOoRk, )

ALBANY OITY AND CoUNTY, | '™

Wililam M. Ivins, being sworn, says that the
several sums charged In the annexed accoun!
amounting to $————— for services ar® correct
and have been actually rendered by him In the per
formance of his oMclal dutles as counsel to Assen
bly committee In the Investigation of Brooklyn
strike; that the amount charged Is reasonable and
just and no part of the same has been pald or sat
Istied. Wa, M. [VINS.

Sworn to before me this 26th day of June, 1595,

Gro. B, HEaTH, Notary Publle, N, Y, Co,

Thank you, Mr. Ivins. Now, will you
kindly explain to the jury what you mean
in'that afMidavit when you say “the severa!
sums charged in the annexed account,
amounting to §-————— , for services are
correct,” when, as a mattér of fact, but on
sum is mentioned in the account, that of
$6,000?

Did you include in the $8,000 your dis-
bursementa’

Why did you not file a Schedule B in this
instance as you did in the case of the Fassett
committee?

By what process of reasoning did the
Comptroller cut your bill from $8,000 to
$4,010.067

There is nothing on the bill to show why
it was cut, is there, Mr, Ivins?

Plcase explain, Mr. Ivins, why you failed
or neglected to insert any amount in the
affacavit attached to your bill?

Irasmuch, Mr. Ivizs, as there is no sum
mentioned in your affidavit, how could
| you in the presence of Notary Heath swear
| “that the amount charged is reasonable and

just™?

| There is no desire, Mr. Ivins, to pester
| you with trifles, and ignoring the fact that
i you failed or neglected to mention a sum
in your affidavit, how did you come to
accept $4,016.08 in payment for a general
charge of $6,000 if the services had been
actually rendered and the charge was
reasonable and just?

Hearing ad journed until further notice.

Misdeeds of a West Virginia “Clang.”

I attie corvespondence of the Calhoum Chronicle

In your much beloved paper of last week 1 find
from the pen of Mr, EN of Index an article aboy!
the saturating of a dog'with oll and then setflng
the dog on fire, and Mr. Ell says that Preacher \
G. Dobbins did It, | want to say for the preache
and for the benefit of Mr. Ell and the readers o
your paper that he did not do I, nelther did he
have any knowledge of It untll It was all over, but
that It was done by a clang that ltve In that neigh
borhood, who ralded the preacher's ocorn fleld a!
night and ok about fifteen bushels of corn and
hauled it to Yellow Creek and sold 1t there, and that
the same clang would carry off the preacher's corm
and trade for roast to pickle and eat them, and go
to church and sing and shout and bless God that
they had thelr befly full once more, Get thers,
Elit  Yours traly, A. O. Donnrva.

A Question of Scotch Pronanciation.

To Tas Eofror or TEw Sux—Sir: Dr. Prank
Damrosch Is now drilling the People’'s Choral Unlon
in singing the song by Robert Burns entitled “Ay,
Wakin' ©0." He pronounces the first word as if
It were “1."

The dictionaries, and especially Scottish lexlcons«.
sAY that “ay.,” meaning "ever, forever,” and as au
Interjection, Is pronounced with “a" long as n
“pay.” As Interjection It Is used In such a phrase
as “Ay me, but iife Is hard!™ The only time “ay’
is sounded like "1 Is when It means yea, yes, =0
1 cannot understand Dr. Damrosch's reason (o
his pronunciation.

However, a Scotchman who recites Burns »
entertalmments agrees with Dr. Damrosch; -
surely “ay” in the gong does not mean “yes.” )

NEwW YORK, January 18, H.

The Philadelphia Punster.

To TR EDITOR OF THE SON-—8r: That dial o?
our Clty Hali clock which faces southward shone
out last night with vivid green rays. “AA!” sald
the complacent Philadeiphia voter, “It's creeping
up! Just as I thought! Gang green!”

PRILADRLPHIA, January 18,
=\

C. 8P

Defensive Masic.

“I had to drown the yelling of the baby in the
fat below.” sald Wagner.

Thus & new style of muslo was born o the world,

7/
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